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Introduction

This week, we continue our series, “More Than a Story.” Some of the most familiar stories in the
Bible are also the most misunderstood. David and Goliath. Daniel in the lions’ den. Jonah and the
fish. Esther and her courage. These aren’t just stories about bravery, obedience, or faith, they’re
windows into the character of God and the kind of life He’s calling us to live. In More Than a Story,
we’re going beyond the surface to uncover the deeper truth in each moment. Because these aren’t
just stories you've heard... they’re truths you’re meant to live.

Main Idea: Daniel's life teaches us that our daily, quiet faithfulness to God prepares us for the
moments when lions arrive. We may not get to choose the "Babylon" we live in, but we get to be
faithful to the God who is over it.

Key Scriptures: Daniel 1:6-8; 2:17-19; 5:22-23; 6:10, 21-23

DISCUSSION

Think about a time when standing up for what you believed in cost you something. What was that
like?

FAITHFULNESS IN THE SMALL THINGS

Read Daniel 1:6-8
Daniel's story begins with devastating circumstances—he's taken from home as a teenager, made
a slave, and given a new name to erase his identity. Yet verse 8 says, "But Daniel resolved not to
defile himself."
e Why do you think Daniel chose this moment—something as small as what he ate—to take
a stand?
e Jesus said in Luke 16:10, "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with
much." How does this connect to Daniel's choice about food?

Faithfulness is formed when you refuse to blend into the setting. Daniel didn't get to choose his
circumstances, but he chose the character he wanted to become.

e Where do you face the most pressure to just "blend in" rather than live distinctively as a
follower of Jesus? (Think about work, family dynamics, social media, how you spend
money, etc.)

e What would it look like for you to "resolve not to defile yourself" in that specific area this
week?

FAITHFULNESS MEANS DEPENDING ON GOD

Read Daniel 2:17-19
When Daniel faced an impossible situation (interpret the king's dream or die), his immediate
response was to gather his friends and pray. He treated God as the solution rather than a solution.



e When faced with a crisis or difficult decision, what's your natural first response?
(Problem-solve on your own, ask others for advice, worry, pray, etc.)

e Paul writes in Philippians 4:6, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." How can we
practically make this our first move instead of our last resort?

Daniel didn't face this trial alone — he immediately went to his friends to pray together.
e Who are the people in your life you can turn to when you need prayer or support in
following God?
e |[f you don't have people like that, what's one step you could take this week to build that kind
of friendship?

FAITHFULNESS GIVES GOD THE GLORY

Read Daniel 5:22-23

When Daniel confronted King Belshazzar, he boldly said: "You did not honor the God who holds in
his hand your life and all your ways." Both Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar fell because they
claimed glory for themselves instead of giving it to God.

e James 1:17 reminds us, "Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father." In what areas of life are we most tempted to take credit for what God has done?
(Career success, parenting wins, personal achievements, financial stability, etc.)

e How can we cultivate a habit of giving God glory in those areas?

In Nebuchadnezzar's dream (Daniel 2:34-35, 44), all the powerful kingdoms of this world would
eventually "blow away like chaff," but God's kingdom would grow into a mountain that lasts forever.
Babylon seemed invincible, yet it fell overnight.
e What things in our lives or culture feel permanent and powerful but are actually temporary?
e Jesus taught in Matthew 6:19-21, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth... but
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven." How does remembering that only God's
kingdom lasts forever change the way we make decisions today?

FAITHFULNESS TRUSTS GOD THROUGH CIRCUMSTANCES

Read Daniel 6:10, 21-23

By the time Daniel was thrown into the lion's den at age 66, he had already seen God work
miraculously many times. Daniel wasn't a superhero of faith—he was simply the product of
someone who had been faithful his entire life.

e Deuteronomy 6:6-7 calls God's people to make faithfulness a daily rhythm: "These
commandments that | give you today are to be on your hearts... Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road." How does this challenge the idea that we
need one big "mountain-top" experience with God rather than daily faithfulness?

e What's one daily practice you could commit to that would build long-term faithfulness?
(Prayer, Bible reading, serving others, sabbath rest, etc.)



Daniel lived in exile for decades. From the outside, it might have looked like God wasn't showing
up for him. Yet God was working through Daniel's faithfulness the entire time, even preparing the
way for Jesus—the ultimate deliverer.

e Romans 8:28 promises, "In all things God works for the good of those who love him." When
have you experienced a situation where you couldn't see God working, only to look back
later and realize He was there all along?

e Isaiah 55:8-9 says, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,'
declares the Lord." How can we learn to trust God's faithfulness even when we can't see
what He's doing in the moment?

CLOSING: JESUS, THE GREATER DANIEL

Daniel pointed forward to a kingdom that would never fade—the kingdom of heaven that came
through Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. Just as a stone was rolled over Daniel's den and he
walked out alive, a stone was rolled over Jesus' tomb—but Jesus walked into death and defeated
it.

You may not get to choose the "Babylon" you live in, but you get to be faithful to the God who is
over it.
e What is one specific way you sense God calling you to be faithful this week, even if your
circumstances don't change?

PRAYER

Take time to pray together:
e Thank God for His faithfulness to us through Jesus
e Ask God to help each person see where He's been faithful in their lives
e Pray for courage to be faithful in the "Babylon" each person faces
e Pray specifically for any situations people shared where they need God's strength to stand
firm
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