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Introduction

This week, we continue our series, “More Than a Story.” Some of the most familiar stories in the
Bible are also the most misunderstood. David and Goliath. Daniel in the lions’ den. Jonah and the
fish. Esther and her courage. These aren’t just stories about bravery, obedience, or faith, they’re
windows into the character of God and the kind of life He’s calling us to live. In More Than a Story,
we’re going beyond the surface to uncover the deeper truth in each moment. Because these aren’t
just stories you've heard... they’re truths you’re meant to live.

Main Idea: Don't confuse the chapter you're living with the whole story that God is writing.
Key Scriptures: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 21:1-3; 22:1-14

Think about a time when you didn't understand what was happening in your life until you looked
back later. What did that experience teach you about perspective?

GROUP DISCUSSION

Can | Trust God When | Can't See the Path?
Read Genesis 12:1-3

God asked Abraham to leave his country, his people, and his father's household—everything he'd
ever known—to go to a land God would show him. The details came later. Abraham was 75 years
old when this happened.

e What stands out to you about what God was asking Abraham to leave behind? Why do you
think God asked him to leave before showing him where he was going?

e When have you seen someone (or experienced yourself) having to trust God without having
all the details? What makes that kind of trust difficult?

e Proverbs 3:5-6 says, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." What's
the difference between trusting God with some details versus trusting Him "with all your
heart"?

Can | Trust God When | Can't See Him Working?
Read Genesis 15:1-6

Years had passed since God's promise, and Abraham still had no children. He brought his
frustration honestly to God, asking "What can you give me since | remain childless?" God took him
outside, showed him the stars, and said his offspring would be just as numerous. Verse 6 says,
"Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness."
e How would you describe Abraham's tone when he talks to God in verses 2-3? Does his
honesty surprise you? Why or why not?



e Ryan said, "When God feels silent, we become vulnerable to shortcuts." What does that
look like in everyday life—in relationships, careers, finances, or other areas?

e Romans 4:3 and Hebrews 11:8-12 both point back to Abraham's faith. What strikes you
about the fact that belie—not perfect obedience—was credited to Abraham as
righteousness?

The Weight of Waiting
Read Genesis 21:1-3

Twenty-five years passed between God's promise in Genesis 12 and Isaac's birth in Genesis 21.
Verse 1 says, "The LORD did for Sarah what he had promised."

e Ryan said: "A chapter that takes us 30 seconds to read took Abraham a quarter of a
century to live." Why is this perspective important when we read Bible stories?

e Psalm 27:13-14 says, "Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD."
What's the difference between passive waiting and active trust? What might "taking heart"
look like practically?

e How does knowing that faithful people in Scripture experienced long seasons of waiting
affect how you think about the waiting seasons in your own life?

Can | Trust God With What | Love Most?
Read Genesis 22:1-14

After finally receiving Isaac, God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son on Mount
Moriah. Abraham obeyed, and God provided a ram at the last moment. Abraham named the place
"The LORD Will Provide" (Jehovah Jireh).
e Notice verse 2: God says "Take your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac." Why do
you think God names the relationship before giving the command?
e Inverse 5, Abraham tells his servants, "We will worship and then we will come back to you."
What does Abraham's response reveal about his trust in God's character and promises?
e Abraham'’s story points us toward the cross—where God provided His own Son. Read John
1:29 and Romans 8:32. How does Abraham's story help us understand what God did for us
through Jesus?

Where Are You in the Story?

The sermon identified three chapters in Abraham's journey:

Genesis 12: Called to take a step of obedience without seeing the full path

Genesis 15: Waiting and wondering if God is still working

Genesis 22: Trusting God with what matters most

Which chapter resonates most with where you are right now? What about that chapter feels

familiar?

e Abraham never got the whole story—just the next step. What might be one faithful next step
God is calling you (or someone you know) to take? How can we support each other in
taking those steps?

e Abraham isn't the hero—God is. Abraham doubted, lied, got impatient, and took shortcuts.
How does knowing Abraham's imperfections encourage you in your own faith journey?



Key Takeaway: God's faithfulness doesn't depend on our perfection. He remains faithful even
when we can't see the path, when we can't see Him working, and when He asks us to trust Him
with what we love most.

Closing Prayer: Pray for courage to take the next faithful step, for trust during waiting seasons,
and for confidence in God's character even when circumstances are confusing.



