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Sermon Title

“In the Middle”

Introduction
This week, we are taking a little bit of a different approach to our sermon notes. Before we start
a new series in a new year, we are going to take this week to slow down and look ahead. 2026
is going to bring a lot of unknown, a lot of things that we might not be prepared for. It is a
guarantee that we are all going to find ourselves “in the middle” of something. A relationship
change, a job move, a health scare, financial struggle, uncertainty, confusion, emptiness, and
chaos. Some of you might even be in the middle of something like that right now. While it may
be easy to feel trapped in the middle of these things, the truth is that Jesus wants to meet us in
the middle of our circumstances, right where we are, to bring transformation and love. This
week, we are going to spend some time sharing how Jesus has shown up for us in the past, and
how we hope He is going to show up for us in this next year.

e What is something you are most excited for in 2026? What is something that you are a

little (or a lot) worried about?

Seek the Word

In the middle of uncertainty, Jesus brings direction.
e Read Matthew 4:18-20, then answer the following questions:
o How does Jesus’ invitation to “Come, follow me” bring direction to Peter and
Andrew’s lives? How did His invitation bring direction to your life?
o What are some things you are uncertain about in this next year that you want
Jesus to bring direction in and to?
In the middle of confusion, Jesus brings clarity.
e Read Mark 10:46-52, then answer the following questions:
o Describe the healing that takes place in this story. What healing was granted by
Jesus in this passage, and what significance does this carry for Bartimaeus and
the onlookers?
o How has your relationship with Jesus brought clarity to your life? Where do you
need more clarity from Jesus in 20267
In the middle of emptiness, Jesus brings satisfaction.
e Read John 4:10-14, then answer the following questions:
o How does your story with Jesus relate to this story? Where did Jesus meet your
needs this last year?
o What sort of emptiness are you entering 2026 with? How are you praying Jesus
brings satisfaction to that emptiness?
In the middle of chaos, Jesus brings peace.
e Read Mark 4:35-41, then answer the following questions:
o How does this story provide us with an example/definition of the peace that Jesus
brings?
o Looking ahead to 2026, what is some potential chaos that you need Jesus to
bring peace in?



Wrap Up

Reminder: Jesus shows up in each of our “middle”s. Life is constantly throwing us seasons
of uncertainty, confusion, emptiness, and chaos. Oftentimes, we feel overwhelmed and out of
control of our situation. And when we try to handle them alone, that is fairly true. But Jesus has
a desire to meet us in the middle, to bring transformation and change to our circumstances and
draw us even nearer to Him. This year, let's be a church and a people that encounters Jesus in
the middle. Let’'s have eyes that are open to where He is moving and how He wants to work in
our lives, and let’s be a people transformed by the love and grace that He brings.

Prayer: Close by praying as a group over this next year. Pray for the specific concerns and
worries that have been brought up in your conversation, and ask that Jesus meets you where
you are. Pray for eyes that see, ears that hear, hearts that feel, and souls that are leaned in to
Jesus, and all that He can and will bring this year.

May God bless and keep you all. We hope that your Christmas was a great time of celebration
and community, and we are praying for a blessed and wonderful 2026 for each of you.



