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Introduction
This week, we wrapped up our series called Grace Worth Giving. The Bible is filled with things
we love to read, even some things we love to be challenged by. But when it comes to our
finances and possessions, we often squirm a little bit when the Bible speaks. During this series,
we hope you were able to push past the awkwardness and get a better understanding of
generosity as an act of worship, a response of a grace-filled people to their Savior. To get
started, answer this question with your group:

e What is your most favorite Christmas tradition? What is your least favorite?

Seek the Word
2 Corinthians 9:15- Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
We Miss Christmas Because We Rush Through It
e Read Luke 2:4-7 aloud. The people in Bethlehem might get a pass for not having room
for Joseph, Mary, and Jesus (they didn’t know what was about to happen), but we often
follow their example— and we know what the story is. What are some ways that you
have filled your Christmas season so full that you don’t really have “room” for Jesus?
e Read Psalm 103:2 aloud. What are some things you have “forgotten” about Christmas?
What would it mean to slow down and meditate on those things during this season?

We Miss Christmas Because We Make It About Us Instead of God
e Read John 1:14 aloud. Describe the importance of God taking the initiative in His
relationship with us. Why is it a gift that God dwelt with us?
e Read Matthew 1:20-23 aloud. The angel is referencing what the prophet Isaiah foretold
around 600 years beforehand. What does this centuries old promise of “God with us”
tell us about God’s intentionality and character, on display during Christmas time?

We Miss Christmas Because It Has Become Too Familiar
e Read Mark 6:1-6 aloud. People that knew of Jesus thought that they knew everything
about Jesus. Their familiarity with Him closed them off to a close relationship with Him.
What are some ways that the familiarity of Christmas has lessened its impact in your
life?
e What is something you can do this year to be transformed by the gift of Jesus instead
of just observing it as a holiday?

We Miss Christmas Because We Forget the Gift
e Read John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8-9 aloud. Take a moment to pause as a group and
reflect on these verses. Meditate on the gift of grace that was given through Jesus.
Pause and pray, thanking God for this gift.



Wrap Up

Reminder: Christmas is not something to survive, it is a gift to be received. As we
approach Christmas, we are invited to come with a heart of thanks and worship. In the midst of
all the wrapping paper and boxes, all the chaos of travel and hosting, and all the pressure that
comes in this season, we should all take a pause and receive the greatest gift ever given. The
Christmas story is the perfect display of God’s generous gift of grace for all of us, and if we allow
ourselves to miss it, we will miss out on how God’s grace can transform your life in powerful
ways.

Challenge for the Week: 10 Minute Pause

Sometime this week before Christmas, take a 10 minute pause. No phone, no shopping, no
planning, no worrying. Read through 2 Corinthians 9:15 multiple times and meditate on those
words. Ask yourself and ask God, “Where might | be missing the indescribable gift right now?”
Use this moment of pause and rest to refocus on the gift of Jesus and what it means for your
Christmas.

Prayer: Close in prayer in praise and thanksgiving to God and all that He is and does. Ask that
God would remind you constantly during this Christmas week of the gift that is Jesus, and the
grace God offers you. Pray for those who have received that gift, that they would feel secure in
God’s grace and live out that grace to those around them. Also pray for those who have not
made that decision yet, that God would move in their hearts and minds this week to draw them
closer to Him in order to experience His grace and goodness.



