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Introduction
This week, we started a new series called Grace Worth Giving. The Bible is filled with things
we love to read, even some things we love to be challenged by. But when it comes to our
finances and possessions, we often squirm a little bit when the Bible speaks. During this series,
we are going to hopefully push past the awkwardness and get a better understanding of
generosity as an act of worship, a response of a grace-filled people to their Savior. To get
started, answer this question with your group:

e When was a time you experienced unexpected grace or generosity? How did that make

you feel?

Seek the Word

A Generous Christian Gives Gracefully: Read 2 Corinthians 8:1, 7 aloud, then answer the
questions below:
e When you think of the grace of God, what comes to mind? When has there been a
period of your life where you felt the grace of God in a very real sense?

e What is the significance of Paul including “giving” in this list of attributes that the
Corinthians excel in?

A Generous Christian Gives Unconditionally: Read 2 Corinthians 8:2 aloud, then answer
the questions below:
e Define the term “unconditionally”. Do you believe that human beings are capable of
doing anything unconditionally?

e Do you have a “When” statement when it comes to being generous? (i.e. when life
settles down, when | make more money, etc) What is the reason for our “when’s”?

e Have you ever seen/heard/experienced a story of someone being generous in a time
when it was less than convenient for them? How did that play out?

A Generous Christian Gives Joyfully: Continue your conversation from 2 Corinthians 8:2 to
answer the questions below:
e Have you ever felt guilty about feeling good when you’re generous? What causes that
tension inside of us sometimes?

e What is the difference to God between generosity that comes from obligation and
generosity that flows from joy?



A Generous Christian Gives Abundantly: Read 2 Corinthians 8:3 aloud, then answer the
questions below:
e Why is it such a common thing for people to not trust God with their finances and their
possessions?

e Don’t share any numbers with your group, but think of what “giving abundantly” would
mean for you in your current season. What sort of faith is needed for that to be a
reality?

A Generous Christian Gives Willingly: Read 2 Corinthians 8:4-5 aloud, then answer the
questions below:
e What does it mean to give yourself first to the Lord? Why is that an important part of the
“generosity process”?

e [f/when you struggle with generosity, does God have your heart? What do you need to
surrender to God for Him to have your heart first?

Wrap Up

Reminder: When grace fills you, generosity flows from you. Being generous is not simply
about emptying the pockets and giving everything away. Generosity is an act of worship, a
response to the work that Jesus has done in us and through us. We are a grace-filled creation
because of the Gospel message, and that ought to spur us onward towards generous living as a
faithful response.

Challenge for the Week: Be Filled With His Grace

Each day this week, take a moment to read 2 Corinthians 8:9 to yourself. Remind yourself of the
truth of God’s grace, and the work that He did so we could be with Him. Let that fuel you during
the week to become an expression of that grace, and take one step towards faithful generosity
in some way.

Prayer: Close in prayer by thanking God for His faithfulness and provision. Thank Him for the
ways in which He has sustained you through hard seasons, blessed you in seasons of
prosperity, and the promise He made to never abandon us through any of it. Ask God for
reminders throughout this next week of His grace, and ask that those reminders serve as
catalysts for grace to be shown to others. Ask God to bless your group throughout this series
and this holiday season, and that He would also bless you to be a blessing to others.



