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Introduction

This week, we continued our series called Second Chances. We all want second chances in
life. While we may have a heavy skepticism of second chances in our world, oftentimes it is
easy to be even more skeptical of second chances from God. Why would He want to, why
would He care, when we’ve messed up time and time again. In this series, we are going to be
unpacking what the Second Chances from God actually mean, and how we can receive them.
And hopefully, by the end of this series, we are able to live securely in the Second Chances
that God grants us. To get started, answer this icebreaker question with your group:

When was the last time that you operated purely on faith/belief and not on your own
skills and abilities? How did that turn out?

The Good Word

Read Galatians 3:1-2 aloud, then answer the questions below:

The Galatians were misled to believe some sort of false gospel, a “Jesus + " type
of salvation. Can you think of any examples of this type of false gospel in our
world/culture today?

What drives people, maybe even yourself at times, to believe in these types of lies?
Share with your group an experience you’ve had where you thought you had to “follow
the rules” to be right with God. What did that do to your perception of God and
yourself?

Read Galatians 3:3-5 aloud, then answer the questions below:

Look back on your journey with Jesus, especially at how you started with faith and at
some point adopted the “means of the flesh”. What sort of life circumstances or events
drives us to rely more and more on ourselves as time goes on?

What are some of the “religious hoops” that you have felt you needed to jump through
to be forgiven or accepted by God? What are some of the things that you have heard
from non-Christians to explain why they do not believe/accept Jesus?

Paul repeats his question from verse 2, “Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the
law, or by believing in what you heard?” Why do you think he repeated himself just a
few lines later? What point is Paul trying to drive home with the Galatians and with us?

Read Galatians 3:6 aloud, then answer the questions below:

What is the significance of Abraham’s story as it relates to the Galatians’ situation?
Read Genesis 15:1-6. How does this interaction between God and Abraham reflect the
message Paul is communicating here? What are the parallels between this story and
the gospel story?



Going Deeper
e God’s acceptance of us is based on our acceptance of Jesus. We see this truth
highlighted all throughout Scripture. Take some time individually to read John 1:12,
John 14:6, and Romans 5:1. Then, come back together and answer these questions:

o What does it mean to be children of God? How does this promise affect our
understanding of God’s love and acceptance of those who believe?

o Do you know of anyone in your life that is trying to find acceptance and love
outside of Jesus? How can you share the message of these passages in truth
and love to them?

o What does it mean to have peace with God, especially as it relates to our sin?
Have you ever experienced this peace, and what was that experience like?

Wrap Up

Reminder: God offers us second chances, and we have the opportunity to accept them.
There is a desire in God’s heart to reunite with His people, those who are wandering and lost.
That desire is so great that He sent His Son Jesus to die for the sins of humanity, and offer us
freedom from the penalty of our sins. If you are wondering how to feel the love and acceptance
of Jesus, if you are struggling to believe that you are worthy of second chances, look no further
than the cross. WWhen we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and are washed clean of our
sin, we receive the second chance that God offers to each and every one of us.

Challenge for the Week: Trust in Your Faith

If you have not taken the step of accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior and receiving the
forgiveness that He offers, your encouragement this week is to do one of three things. 1) Begin
the conversation: if you have questions, ask them. If you have doubts, share them. Find
someone that you trust who is walking in the faith, and find a time to invite them into your
journey. 2) Talk to God: You do not have to be a Christian to talk to God. If you really are
wanting to find out the truth behind God’s second chance for your life, ask Him to reveal it to
you. 3) Take that Step: If you're at the point where you just need to say “yes” to Jesus, there is
no better time than now. You do not have to wait for another Baptism Sunday, or even a Sunday
at all. Talk to someone in your Life Group, a trusted Christian friend/family member, or someone
at church to begin the process of getting baptized.

If you are a follower of Jesus already, this is an opportunity for you to do these three things. 1)
Take a faith inventory. Do you have any Jesus + beliefs in your life? Surrender those to God. 2)
Rejoice in God’s love for you. Tell yourself everyday that God loves you, and believe it to be
true. Watch what changes about how you go about your life when you are operating as a loved
child of God. 3) Pray. There are those in your circle of influence and love who are trying to figure
out God, Jesus, and the Christian faith. Be praying for those people, earnestly, that God would
move in their hearts and minds and that they would come to faith and belief in Jesus as Lord
and Savior.



Prayer: Close your time praying together. Thank God for His love, and for the second chances
He offers to us time and time again. Ask God to purge you of your “Jesus +” ways of thinking.

Praise God for His continual forgiveness and His offer of new life found in Jesus, and ask that
decisions will be made this week and onward that would glorify Him and expand His Kingdom.



