
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT BAPTISM? 

Matthew 3 
11"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, 
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 13Then 
Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John tried to deter him, 
saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15Jesus replied, "Let it be so 
now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. 16As soon 
as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Mark 16:16 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. 

Matthew 28:18-20 
16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18Then Jesus came to 
them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

Acts 2 
22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 
know. 23This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible 
for death to keep its hold on him. 36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37When the people heard this, they 
were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise 
is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will 



call.” 40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation." 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day. 

Acts 8 
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting 
in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 31"How can I," he said, 
"unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32The 
eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation 
he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the 
earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 38And he gave orders to stop 
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, 
appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea. 

Acts 9 – Saul’s Conversion 
1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He 
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if 
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them 
as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 5"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting," he replied. 6"Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you 
must do.” 7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 
not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 
nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and did not 
eat or drink anything. 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to 
him in a vision, “Ananias!" "Yes, Lord," he answered. 11The Lord told him, "Go to the house of 
Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a 
vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his 
sight.” 13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he 



has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And he has come here with authority from the chief 
priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the 
people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17Then Ananias 
went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord—
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you 
may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18Immediately, something like scales fell 
from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. 

Acts 10 - Gentiles 
34Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 36You 
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37You know what has happened throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing 
all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 39"We are witnesses of 
everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him 
on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 
41He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 44While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy 
Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45The circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 
47"Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have." 48So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

Acts 16 
11From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to 
Neapolis. 12From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that 
district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 13On the Sabbath we went outside 
the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began 
to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14One of those listening was a woman named 
Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15When she and the members of her 
household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the 
Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 25About midnight Paul 
and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to 



them. 26Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose. 27The 
jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to 
kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted, "Don't harm 
yourself! We are all here!” 29The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul 
and Silas. 30He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
31They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." 
32Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33At that 
hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all 
his family were baptized. 34The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before 
them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole 
family. 

Acts 18 
7Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized. 

Acts 19 
1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?"They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 
3So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?""John's baptism," they replied. 
4Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in 
the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5On hearing this, they were baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7There were about twelve men in all. 

Acts 22 
12"A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a devout observer of the law and highly 
respected by all the Jews living there. 13He stood beside me and said, 'Brother Saul, receive 
your sight!' And at that very moment I was able to see him. 14"Then he said: 'The God of our 
fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from 
his mouth. 15You will be his witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16And now 
what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.' 

Romans 6:3 
1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2By no means! 
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3Or don't you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5If we have been united with him like this in 
his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our 



old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should 
no longer be slaves to sin— 7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery 
over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. 11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13Do 
not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin shall not be your master, 
because you are not under law, but under grace. 

Galatians 3:27 
26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you 
are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Colossians 2:12 
9For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given 
fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also 
circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the 
hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been buried with him in 
baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from 
the dead. 

1 Peter 3:21 
In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a 
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has 
gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in 
submission to him.


